I3 STILL A TRAILBIKE STANDARD

Although You Can Still
Only Get it in Red with a
Chrome Tank, The New
1008 is a Much Improved
Version and s Still One
of our Favorite All-Time
Trai Brkes

It weould be A pratty safe bet that iIf o
poll were taken among all The leading
compabition rders, wae would find that
all of tham: o 8 man, a7 ore tme ol
another hag raced @ Hodaka It's also a
safe bel that over the last five vears, the
Hodakz has emerged as orobably the
mosl oopular trail oike indrocaced i this
couniry. This 15 a prafty strong state
menl, but nofotrless one that wo fea
i2 100 % carrect Up till jus? a shart time
agn, the trail bike class was virtually all
Hocaka, Hodaka rrotoreyelas have heen
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oy torm ot cam
pet rogd racing
scrambles. TT, flat track, and just abogt
Ay other farm of conmrpetibion vou want
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Cur frst introduction to the Hodaka
ook place abiout five yoars ago Itow
anly a 30ce engine then, but 1t was still
ang of the strongest ranning trail ke
af that fiime We out 3 sot of :Ji-;_] tires on
tand over the next vear and a kall, rode
tha thing nll we thought the
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The tried and troe T00cc Hodaka
powerplant is virtually gnchanged
since fast year. It starts with one
kick regardless of temperature.

Al the efectrical controls are
within easy reach. The speedo
face 1s large and very fegible.

would fall offl. gn'y to nave the motor
eyole come back tor more Tha only
problea we aver had with the bike was
that every so often the clotch waou ld e
g amt we'd have to pul some new
olates it Qutside of thar everything
else wias grezl- Ower the ensuing years.
little by hittle, the product has been
updated, smpraved. untl today the Ho
daka 1006 emerges as st ane of the
mpskdaligattul trail bikes one can buy
The 1008 5 very much unlike the
Supar Rat tested several months ago
The B meodel s extremely docile, and
much more staut-hiearted 0 the lower
rpmoranges, The same general enging
constrecnon halds true for the 1970
models as compared to the 65 version
Cver tha yesrs thes has baen no wast
swarping changes. only the subtle oyl
necr g advancements that have ro

e



You Il fike the new handiebars.
They're wide and very
commfortable. The wider bars mean
less rider effort off the read.

Here's one idea we wish a lot of

other people would look at. This
spring protecting the throttle
vable will prevent cable damage.

sulted in maore engine longevity (nol 1o
mention the clutch and gear box) as well
as refinements in the chassis,

The new forks and shocks are 8 far
cry from ther predecessors. While the
old ones worked farly welt, it was sl
necessary to change them if any serous
effort of @ competitive nature was an-
ticpated You don't have to do this with
the new ona Unless you're the type of
rider who demands the ultimate 1n sa
phisticaled eguipment, or you e goiny
s fast that t's absolutaly necessary 1o
get that last 2% in damper efhiciency,
we doubt wvery muoch if it owould be
recessary to alter the forks or shocks

The individual buying the TQ0R prob-
ably 15 not looking for a racer [f he were,
he'd buy the Seper Rat, and as such, we
fael it would be foolish to buy the B and
then start cutting it up for racing por-
poses. [he low speed pulling power of
the Hodaka B has all the earmarks of a
small tran, This has always been ona of
its strong points, A ot of off-road nders
learned how much fun trael rding can be
aboard one of the earlier models The
1008 15 cven more fun yet because of
the improved components and in-
creased engine output The only thing
that we would ke to see incorporated
inte the now model 15 perhaps 8 longer
wheel base. We have always felt that

the majonty of small trail tikes sutter
greathy when it comes to the wheel base
department. While there’s certainly no
argument ahout the shorter wheel base
being maore agile in tight going situa-
tions, the majority of riders could ose
another couple of nches of whael base
without any problam. This wouold result
noa ot more stability at haghar speeds
where a numbear of these bikes are now
being ndden. As things stand now. the
wheel base 15 507 and we feel a min
imum of 52 should be considered. A
couple of years ago, one of our friends
had a going business ot doing nothing
but lengthamng Hodaka swinging arms
For most applications, howewver, the
chassis i adeguate as 15 The framea s
shll the same fantastically strong item
that there always has been. as well as
the rast of the motorcycle being able to
withstand punishment without protest.

Dne thing we didn't hke at all about
the naw machine was the placement of
the stop hght switch, The switch in
questicn 15 anchored to the front back
Ing plate, and a couple fast trips through
heavy brush would be sure o wipe the
switch right oft the wheel. Mot too good.

Making the wheels follow over heav-
ily rutted ground proved 1o be no prob-
lgm because the front and rear dampers
chid & sweprisingly good job ol keeping
both wheeals on the groand. There was
mone of this leaping about as the chassis
tried desperately to get both feet back
on terrd firma

Wie have found that the Hodaka is
almast an institution N motacycling
here in the Umited States. Thare 15
hardly anybody involved with motorcy
cling today tunless he's been ricing ino-
torcycles for less than 24 hours) who is
nat familiar with the wvirtues of this red



Rack is fine for carryng your
lunch, but little else because of its
size. Large tail light can he seen
from a long way aff.

and chrome hike from Japen. There are
several ways of attacking this trad bike
seene One iz to produce a new model
every couple of yvears and thereby hope
tor attract a ormspactive bayer Another
approach s o adopt a basic dasign
concapt and then continue o impsove it
Henry Ford gand Vaolkswagen have
proven the valichty of this ire of attack
By adopting ome Basic desigr concept
gnd continuing o improve 1t. the
chanves dre quite good that within 4
faw yoars you can plan on emerging as
one of the leaders in your freld, providing
ot course, you learn your lesscns well,
and dpply what you earn 1o the product,
[hera's another advantage Lo this type
of philcsoohy alsn The dealars will be
rrinch happies about the whole deal tou,
sinee they only have 2 oo ol parts
I rastock every yenar

Pabratio informed us The new spark
arrestar eaupped sxhagst system has
added almost another 23 horsepower,
50 Rerg dggam is another vsse whera
continuing resedrch has pad off As wel
as being fine for ofl road use, the 1008
15 4 delightiulmachare for usg for short
haul transportation. 117s not too good for
riding two wo. since the saddle 15 toco
short. The second passzenger will find it
necessary to nide with his feet dangling
fown without any place o rest tham,
bt then this g no oig deal becaosa tha
Hodaka was designead mitially as a solo
Eike anyway Just to the rear of the seat
wou'll find a small luygage rack ()
Although we have becn old on acca
slon this rack s strong enough to hold a
dear, the size of 1t alone would s
courage us from puttrg arything cther
than g lunch Dok an it

New shocks (these are the same
ones as found on the Super Rat)
work very well in 8 variety of
EItUATIOMHS.

The truthfulness of the new speedom-
BIET I8 2 et more encouraging. Some of
The older ones were cither wildly opti-
misti: or very slow to react Also, the
e clock s certainly a lot easier to
read  Another treatl s the additon of
lgrye: cross ssotion tires this year. The
197 wheels are shod with a 300 front
dnd & 325 rear This g something we
fell needed changing o long hme ago
Glad to see thay finally did it Another
thing we [ked wera the handlebars
Wider handlebars mmean more lavarage.
ancl this in ture medns less effort on the
part ol the nder so 1t s now possible o
ride the bike fur o longer perniod of tme
and get less tined in the bargaein

S s R
The stop fight switch mountad on
the front backing piate is not fong

for this world. Switch is in a
vulnerable spot.

The new exhaust system has a
spark arrester built in and the
factory claims almaost a half
horsepower mors.

If aftar reading all of these comments
we have made aboul the 100 you e
waiting for what it was we ddr't like
aboul 11, you're going to be ai1s
appointed. There really wasn't much n
the way of adverse comments we could
muster about this newesst Hodaka Its
m4ade very well and except for & smal
mumber of Haws that we teel are easily




correcled, oF would be difficuit to find
fault with this red 7 chrome waondar Few
molorcycles will take the merciless
beating 1he Hodaka will

There s however, one small area that
we feel Hodaka has been very lax about
correcting. Anyvone who has ever owned
a HModaka has learned to curse the shifi-
ing mechamism the first time they went
through mud ar sand. While the basic
qear box design s solid and guite sound,
the actual shifting mechanism s located

o the left side of the engine nght nesxt
to the countershaft sprocket and as
such it has proved lo be a source of
bother to the sericus off road an-
thusiast. The casual week-end trail rider
will probably newver have problems with
it, but it is one ared we foel that has
necded correcting for 4 long tme  But
for seme strangs reason. nothing has
been done about 't Mavhe next
viear — 7

As it comes equipped from the crate,

S

HODAKA 100B

there's nothing more to Buy 18 fully
eywpped for riding both an and off the
pavernent, There's no neead fo go out
and buy specal tires, torks, shocks, et
egtc. BEvarything the nder needs comes
with the matoreyele Ths o oitsell tells
us g ot The proof of the pudding is in
the eating and the lact thal all the lads
at Pabatco are enthusiasts [hemselves
clearly shows with the introduction of
this naw B model Hodaka's newest and
finest yer

— ol Bravetman

ENGINE PERFORMANCE
Tl . .single cylinder piston port two stroke Indicated highest one-way speed .66 mph
Bore and stroke 50 x 50 mm Acceleration0-80 .. BB sec.
Displacement. . 00 s 0 e 98 cc Braking distance 30-0 2B H,
Compression Ratio 10,0 Cuarter-mile acceleration:
Max. Horsepowar : 9.8 at 7,500 rpm Topspeed . .. . .. . .. 66 mph
Max. Torgque . . Co. 87 K lbs. at 5,500 mm Elapsed time .19.9 sec.
lgnition .. .. .. o T Tl flywhee! magneto
Carburetion ... 19 mm Mikuni concentric GENERAL
Lubrication . ..., . premix gas /ail Air Filtration washable foam
DIMENSIONS Battery type . . . 6v-4 AH
Length s s s 73 in CAPACITIES
Saat paight o i s 32in Fueltank = . . . 2,76 gal.
Wihasibage @ ol sy s e e 50in G R ar B T, o, S s e R 600 co
Ground Clearance . ... .. ..., . . .. ... 11 in
Binagight 0 i, o i S 183 Ibs. FRAME AND SUSPENSION

Front suspension .telescopic gil dampin
WHE_EL51 AND BRAKES Aear suspension adjustable 5hock*g,=
Fronttive size o0 000 e e iy 275x19in. Frama type T -tubular double cradle

Frant brake type
Hear tire size
Rear brake type

TRANSMISSION

Type. .. . .

Clutch . . !

Internal gear ratios
5td.

Jinternal expanding

..... 1st, 30.49; 2nd, 18,64; 3rd, 13.07

. cinternal expanding

.. 3.00x18in.

4th, 10.37; 5th. B.71

Trail

o151 42.39; 2nd, 25.92; 3rd, 1817

4th, 14.41; 6th, 12.11

Countarshaft sprocket
Rear wheal spracket

B 15T
A6 or BOT

COLORS: Red
PRICE AS TESTED — $465 FOB Glendale

.. ball tack 5 speed DISTRIBUTOR
wet multi plate Pabatco
P.O. Box 327

Athena, Oregon 97813




